INTRODUCTION
Prison officials in the 1960s, apparently concerned with the growth of Black Power, sought to limit the access of prisoners to those ideas. 1 That action demonstrates, yet again, that books are both important ways of transmitting ideas and important signifiers of the ideas readers find important. 2 It is not just law enforcement, however, that is interested in reading habits. Historians are turning to the project of the history of the books to understand the role of books as vehicles of change such as how books contribute to changes in society
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and how books help to create and sustain identity. 3 Often historians turn to books to measure a culture. They ask questions like: how did W.E.B. DuBois' critique of Jim Crow affect the development of the idea of equality over the course of the twentieth century; 4 and what did Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man say about the culture of the United States on the eve of Brown. 5 At other times, historians draw inferences about readers from their libraries. 6 We use the books lawyers cite to measure their intellectual horizons. 7 Similarly, the books in a school's library can also tell us about intellectual horizons, though there are wide confidence intervals for such speculation. 8 A central question regarding the history of the book is how the contents can be used to reconstruct culture from what people are reading or seeking to read. And while often the history of the book project looks to elite culture, 9 the questions can be asked of all sorts of libraries and all sorts of readers. 
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I. A PRISON LIBRARY AND PRISON LITIGATION REFORM
Books in a prison library invite a particular set of questions related to the history of the book. 10 How does the book in prison help sustain a culture and in some cases, build towards a different future? For prisoners, as for so many of us, books are their only way to travel and are a primary way to expand their minds. This essay returns to a list of books on "black experience, culture, history, and art" 11 that United States District Judge Don Young ordered to be placed into the Marion, Ohio prison library in 1972. 12 The case began with inmate J.B. Taylor complaining that his mail was being opened. 13 When Taylor's lawyer, Niki Schwartz, began to investigate he found other issues, resulting in three years of discovery. 14 The order sought to improve conditions across a broad spectrum, including the addition of law and other books to the prison library, and to govern the printed materials that prison officials took away from inmates. 15 Nevertheless, the list may say more about the intellectual interests of librarians than about the needs or attitudes of the plaintiff class. One would hope that it springs from the desires of the inmates. Berkowitz believed that the inmates were likely involved and helpful in the composition of the list. Telephone Interview with Rhoda L. Berkowitz, Assoc. Law Librarian, University of Toledo (December 8, 2015). That it is as comprehensive as it is, suggests that the court took seriously the demand for books. From those books -and a few other key works in Black Power that were not on the list -we can construct a picture of the Black Power critique of law. Therefore, it is worth thinking about the list as one way that inmate-plaintiffs sought more literature on the black experience. And it gives us a good sense of the bibliography of Black Power. Reading the books on that list reveals how Black Power built on the foundation of other works in African American history, sociology, and culture -and how it moved beyond that literature. Prison officials, faced with the charge that they had not done enough, responded that they already had a lot of literature on the black experience in America in their collection. 111 In 1976, they provided a list of fifty-eight titles on the black experience that were already in the prison's library, 112 which appears in appendix B. The special master cited the list as evidence of the prison's good faith.
113
A comparison of the lists is instructive, for it suggests that the prison administration had a different image of the literature that prisoners should be reading -and of what the prison administration thought represented the black experience. Perhaps most notably, Booker T. Washington's Up From Slavery appears on the prison's list. Washington, whose message was to go along in place and do not directly challenge the Jim Crow system of segregation, was embraced by the white community in the early twentieth century for that messageand by the white community for decades afterwards.
114
Nothing like Washington's Up from Slavery is found on the court's list of books to be added. 115 Instead, there is Washington's chief critic in the African American community, in the early twentieth century, W.E.B. DuBois. 116 The Prison Administration's list also contained books on sports heroes, such as Joe Louis, and on African American cowboys.
117
There were books on the library's list that might have appeared on the court's ordered list. Those 
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Prison officials also did not want books they deemed obscene. And there were a lot of those, which they banned as well.
126 Eldridge Cleaver's Soul on Ice reflects some of this. 127 Cleaver talks about prison library where:
The warden says no sex. You can have Reader's Digest but Playboy? not a chance. I have long wanted to file suit in Federal Court for the right to receive Playboy magazine. Do you think Hugh Hefner would finance such an action? I think some very nice ideas would be liberated.
128
There was another list of materials that were specifically allowed.
IV. BLACK POWER BOOKS IN THE PRISON LIBRARY
The list of books to be added reminds us how rich the literature developed by African Americans (and about African American history and culture) was. In many instances, history books written by African American historians reverse course from the dominant interpretations of white historians. The best example of this is W. E. B. Du Bois' Black Reconstruction. 130 DuBois presented a counter-history to white historian's dominant view of Reconstruction (then referred to as the period of "redemption"), which often characterized the period by discussing corrupt Yankees and recently freed slaves controlling southern governments. 131 There are books on Reconstruction by and for white people 132 These works invite some speculation on how books might be used to shape and sustain a sense of black identity, and in particular how those books might be helpful in a prison. 135 The identity is of a rich fictional literature that suggests the ways that African Americans created a life independent of the constraints of segregation; and it focuses on the brutality as well as triumphs of the enslaved. 136 Then, when it switches to the Civil Rights era, there is a large focus on the claims made by the movement and the obstacles the movement faced from American society. 137 The limits of the Civil Rights movement and the bold, sometimes violent response of the Black Power movement 138 provide the capstone to the identity that emerges from those ninety books.
A. The Book-Made Radical and The Experiential Radical
Black Power writers often explain the origins of their ideas in their experience. Some of the literature was concerned with books and the way that books might propagate black identity or failed to. H. Rap Brown thought that books were relatively unimportant: "Books don't make revolutionaries . . . . I contend that the people who burned down Watts and Detroit don't have to read . . . . These cats have lived more than the intellectual has read . . . . . So they are political by having learned from their existence . . . . Oppression made these cats political." 139 Howard Law Journal and white society. 140 Brown's book is reminiscent of Ralph Waldo Emerson's "American Scholar," which urged scholars to learn from experience rather than from reading about other people's experience in books. 141 Where government commissions and academics studied urban discontent, Black Power writers frequently critiqued such books and scholarship. Julius Lester observed that President Johnson spent money to find out what any black person sleeping in LaFayette park across from the White House could tell him: that there was a lack of justice.
142 H. Rap Brown and Lester Julius were certainly correct that much of Black Power was born in the experience of injustice and it was worked out through active engagement in politics, often in the street, rather than literature. And action in the streets taught lessons books could not.
143 "The violence [of riots] did what all the books, speeches, petitions, and nonviolent demonstrations had been unable to do."
144 It made the ghetto visible, 145 despite substantial literature on Black Power being promulgated through the schools.
146
Peniel Joseph, a leading historian of Black Power, has phrased Black Power's relationship to action in discussion of H. Rap Brown, as "when [B]lack [P]ower came to town, so did trouble." 147 Or, as Stockley Carmichael said, Black Power seized tactics ranging from spitting to killing. 148 And maybe most illuminating is that profits from the sale of books at Berkeley University were invested in guns. 149 As Bobby 
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Seale memorably phrased it, "all I could think of was books, dollars, then guns for us motherfuckers." 151 For books were an important source of ideas of liberation and vehicles for the propagation of those ideas. 152 The Autobiography of Malcolm X is the best example. Malcolm X, one ought to recall, told a British reporter his alma mater was "books."
153 X writes of how he read widely in the enormous library of the Norfolk Prison Library. 154 His readings, often in history, convinced X that the teachings of Mr. Muhammad stressed how history had been "whitened;" "when white men had written history books, the black man simply had been left out. 156 "Book after book," X wrote, "showed me how the white man had brought upon the world's black, brown, red, and yellow peoples every variety of the sufferings of exploitation." He continued:
I saw how since the sixteenth century, the so-called "Christian trader" white man began to ply the seas in his lust for Asian and African empires, and plunder, and power. I read, I saw, how the white man never has gone among the non-white peoples bearing the Cross in the true manner and spirit of Christ's teachings-meek, humble, and Christ-like. X extracted, from the books he read, evidence that fit with his thesis about how white people had distorted or erased the history of Africa and people of African ancestry. 158 This confirmed in his mind the slogan he used to recruit converts: that the white man is the devil. 160 Jean Genet's introduction to George Jackson's Soledad Brother made the point that "here is a book, tough and sure, both a weapon of liberation and a love poem."
161 Law books in particular contained power. Huey Newton's autobiography tells how he learned the law as a way of beating a rap. 162 But later it empowered him and other African Americans in Oakland in other ways. 163 Sometimes Newton stood close to where police were stopping African Americans and read from the California penal code, as a way of alerting both the police and those they had stopped about their duties and rights. 
Power. 166 Much was about self-determination, such as having blacks freed from prison, increased employment, and an end to police brutality. 167 However, one part was about education, which could be continued -or at least started -in the prison library.
168 "We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society . . . . We want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society." 169 There were a wide variety of critiques in the Black Power literature. Some were that the United States owed blacks and had not followed its own laws, and others sought to critique law and suggest what law should look like.
170
Black Power literature had a lot to say about property, the Constitution, and the law, as have reformers throughout American history. Just as H. Rap Brown sounded like Ralph Waldo Emerson's "American Scholar," other Black Power writers also paralleled Emerson's work, perhaps because Emerson and the Transcendentalists and the Black Power movement had similar techniques to challenge the status quo. They were skeptical of private property and of authority based on tradition rather than reason. Eldridge Cleaver's Soul on Ice shared the skepticism of Emerson in regards to private property. Where Emerson said in his lecture "The Conservative," that he could not occupy the bleakest crag of the White Hills without someone -or some corporation -stepping up to claim ownership, 171 Cleaver had a similar, if more modern, formulation of the same principle.
172 "Everything is held as private property . . . . Someone has a brand on everything . . . . There is nothing left over," he wrote. 173 Cleaver noted the explicitly racial aspects of property:
Until recently, the blacks themselves were counted as part of somebody's private property, along with the chickens and goats. The blacks have not forgotten this, principally because they are still treated as if they are part of someone's inventory of assets or perhaps, in this day of rage against the costs of welfare, blacks are listed among the nation's liabilities. 174 166. HUEY NEWTON, TO DIE FOR THE PEOPLE 3-6 (1966 
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There was one other way that Cleaver paralleled Emerson. They both called the institution of property into question, and they did it by questioning whether there was some natural right to property. "The mystique of the deed of ownership is melting away," Cleaver wrote.
175
"In other parts of the world, peasants rise up and expropriate the land from the former owners . . . . Blacks in America see that the deed is not eternal, that it is not signed by God, and that new deeds, making blacks the owners, can be drawn up."
176 Other Black Power literature critiqued property in similar terms. Huey Newton recalled in Revolutionary Suicide that "the laws exist to defend those who possess property . . . . They protect the possessors who should share but do not." 177 Charles Hamilton, a political science professor, explained the 1970 Black Power attack on property rights and law more generally.
178
The entire value structure which supports property rights over human rights, which sanctions the intolerable conditions in which black people have been forced to live is questioned. There are revolts because the black people are saying that they no longer intend to abide by an oppressive notion of "law and order." That law and that order meant the perpetuation of an intolerable status quo.
179
The Black Power critique of law went well beyond property rights. The critique took on law and the Constitution more generally. They questioned the fairness of the legal system and of the Constitution. The wide-ranging critique of white society also revealed skepticism of the motives of white voters. Julius Lester 
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Even more critically, Lester offered a broad critique of American society about the division between the rhetoric of equality and the reality of exclusion.
182
America has the rhetoric of freedom and the reality of slavery. It talks of peace while dropping bombs. It speaks of self-determination for all people while moving to control the means of production on which self-determination depends. It passes civil rights bills for black people, ostensibly, and does nothing to enforce such bills . . . . Power maintains itself through rhetoric and force. 183 Frequently, Black Power writers expressed no confidence in white government 184 and they critiqued the Constitution in particular.
185 Harold Cruse's The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual explained the problems with the Constitution, which so frequently protected property rather than equality. 186 The opposition to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was then recent history, was one of Cruse's examples of how the Constitution's protection for property stood in the way of African American equality.
187
Whatever the case, it has to be noted that the most vocal opponents of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 cite the American Constitution and object to measures aimed at enforcing the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments as violations of the rights of individuals and private property privileges which are guaranteed by the same Constitution. This emotional and legal conflict over the interpretation of the Constitution, in the slow and painfully bitter struggle towards the enforcement of the constitutional guarantees of racial equality, points up a very real dilemma inherent in the Negro's position in America.
188
There is a tension in law and African American equality. So much of our nation's stride towards equality is at its core about the Fourteenth Amendment's equal protection principle. 189 
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has also been at the center of the denial of African American rights and justice. So just as African Americans are appealing to law and justice, they are writing about the law's abandonment of them. Complaints about basic issues of justice, which were central to the black experience, were felt as well as read about. The issue was that law and order has meant only oppression for African Americans. 190 Law, to so many, meant the deprivation of rights.
While much of Black Power critiqued law, there was a constructive aspect to this as well. Black Power writers had a different sense of what the rule of law meant. Justice meant to them getting some property; 191 alleviation of poverty; 192 release from prison; 193 and an end to imperialism.
194 Eldridge Cleaver saw the United States' engagement abroad as a parallel exploitation of racial minorities. 195 At their core, these separate claims for justice were about self-determination.
V. THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ORIGINS OF BLACK POWER?
The recent literature on the origins of Black Power often locates it in the claims of the Civil Rights Movement and increasing black consciousness. This is about black peoples' control of their own destiny. 196 "Black consciousness is an essential part of speaking we define for ourselves. It is the foundation of Black Power," wrote Julius Lester. 197 There was a turn to history and to African American literature so that black people have a new understanding of history: black consciousness.
198 Is this part of the natural evolution from the [VOL. 61:1 
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Civil Rights movement, as Lester says, 199 or the result of frustration at the lack of concrete action following the Civil Rights movement? 200 Many recent histories of Black Power focus on the experience of Black Power advocates at the local level. 201 Peniel Joseph's Waiting 'Til the Midnight Hour, which focuses on key players and their ideas and actions from the 1940s to the early 1970s, is styled as a narrative history of Black Power. 202 Alternatively, the list of books on the black experience for the Marion Correctional Institute presents a bibliographic history of Black Power. The bibliographic history tells us that Black Power is about consciousness, as supported by history and literature, and a special vision of how blacks had been treated by law. The bibliographic history tells, in some ways, a different story from the narrative history. For while a narrative history focuses on Black Power's talk about separatism and talk of violence, 203 and actual violence of course, 204 the bibliographic history can focus on aspirations. For Black Power was, in its ideal form, also about self-determination and liberation in addition to violence. The bibliographic history can see Black Power in context of other ideas such as Black Arts and Civil Rights. This movement was about liberation through education, history, art, literature, and political power. 205 The library catalog reveals the context of Black Power: it shows the ways that history, art, and literature combined with ideas about separatism and liberation and how they fit together. 
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The books provided a picture of African American history and consciousness that linked Black Power's claims to the Civil Rights movement. This shows the agenda of Black Power and how it critiqued the exclusion of African Americans and the brutality of history in the United States. It provided an intellectual underpinning to what seemed obvious and also critiqued the meaning of "law and order."
To be sure, the book culture helped give shape to and helped to propagate the ideas of Black Power. 206 There were more connections between Black Power and mainstream politics than we sometimes realize, as historians are increasingly telling us. 207 The claims made by adherents of the Civil Rights and the Black Power movements were often not very distinct. This was true about books on the rhetoric of Civil Rights and Black Power as well. 208 
CONCLUSION
Books that contained the ideas of liberation and that indicted capitalism and sought to de-legitimize prisons were in circulation in the Marion Correctional Institution. Whether they found receptive readers is tough to tell, although some evidence from other prisons suggests that the ideas of Black Power were put into practice, for prisons were the places that Black Power ideas were developed and disseminated. 209 What we can know is that prisoners had requested, and a court ordered, that they have access to books that contained the core of ideas known as Black Power.
